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Ever since President John F Kennedy was gunned down in Dallas fifty years ago various
theories have swirled around what was a key event in American - and world - history. JFK’s
death affected the Cold War, Vietnam, and the economic and social history of the United
States. Whatever the conclusions of the US official Warren Report - that the President had
been assassinated by a lone gunman, Lee Harvey Oswald - many people doubt that to be true.
Indeed, President Nixon later admitted on tape that the report was ‘a hoax committed on the
American people.’John Hughes-Wilson, a former colonel in British Intelligence, set out in 2007
to go through the millions of words and thousands of pieces of evidence, to put together an
intelligence jigsaw of what really happened that dreadful high noon in Dallas in 1963. The
result is a dramatic exposure of what really happened and a clear indication that, while some of
the pieces of that jigsaw may be missing, the truth is emerging. While the US Federal Archive
still keeps a million documents relating to the case under lock and key, he has uncovered
enough information available for us now to see the overall picture. It is beyond reasonable
doubt that Jack Kennedy was the victim of a plot to remove the President of the United States.
John Hughes-Wilson highlights the facts behind:The myth of ‘Camelot’Jack Kennedy’s
insatiable sex lifeWhy Marilyn Monroe had to be silencedHow the President was blackmailed
by J Edgar HooverLBJ’s corrupt and murderous secretsHow the Kennedys secretly planned a
coup in CubaHow a hero of the revolution wanted to work for the CIAWhy Israel and the White
House were openly at loggerheadsMHow the Mafia manipulated politicians and the CIARogue
elements in the CIAHow the assassination was covered up- and whyWhat the KGB
discoveredReading this book no-one can be in any doubt that JFK’s life was not at the hands of
a lone deranged gunman, but a deadly plot to remove a President who threatened vested
interests at home and abroad.

About the AuthorColonel John Hughes - Wilson served in the British Army's Intelligence Corps
for 30 years and is a specialist consultant to the UN and the European Union. He is the author
of ''''A Brief History of the Cold War, '''' ''''Military Intelligence Blunders, '''' and ''''The Pupper
Masters. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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This book is dedicated to:Andy HaywardAnna Jordan-Veltropand my wife Lynn,all of whom
helped to make it possible.*Who will rid me of this turbulent priest?King Henry II of England,
speaking of Thomas à BecketOh! what a tangled web we weave,When first we practise to
deceive!Sir Walter Scott, MarmionCONTENTSTITLE PAGEDEDICATIONA NOTE ON THE
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WORLD’24. OFFICER TIPPIT25. DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES – LEE HARVEY OSWALD26.
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CONCLUSIONAPPENDIX: CIA INSTRUCTIONS TO MEDIA ASSETS, 1 APRIL
1967BIBLIOGRAPHYINDEXPLATESBY THE SAME AUTHORCOPYRIGHTA NOTE ON THE
SOURCESBecause many of the topics I have written about in this book are not only highly
contentious but will undoubtedly provoke indignant challenges, I am compelled to weary the
reader with extensive indications of my sources, so that the reader may rest assured that even
what appears to be the least credible part of the narrative is securely rooted in contemporary
records, archived documentation, or secondary sources which have been broadly accepted as
fact. The full notes are available online at www.jfkcoupdetat.wordpress.com.Where the jigsaw
of evidence lacks the occasional piece, I have followed the logic of ‘Ockham’s razor’, which
says that the simplest and most obvious explanation of events is usually the correct one.This is
a book written as an intelligence assessment of the best evidence available to us, not as some
prosecuting attorney’s wearisome legal argument ‘beyond all possible doubt.’ That is
impossible given the fact that so much evidence remains locked away – still.If the narrative
therefore sometimes lacks lawyers’ ‘courtroom evidence’ it is because the people and
organisations who shot and killed Jack Kennedy went to extraordinary lengths to keep their
tracks well covered from lawyers, courts and nosy journalists. There are – unsurprisingly – few
signed confessions to the murder of the President of the USA and the criminal knowledge of
the deed. Assassins don’t leave tidy paper trails for academic researchers.What we have
instead is the first full assembly of the pieces of the great jigsaw puzzle of information and
intelligence that we know about the assassination of JFK. There are, inevitably, some gaps.But
we can make shrewd assessments of these few missing pieces. From that evidence there can
only be one logical conclusion, beyond reasonable doubt.INTRODUCTIONThe assassination
of John Kennedy was a world-shattering event.The world was a very different place in 1963
and the idea that the President of the United States could be gunned down in broad daylight



was almost unbelievable. In America men and women wept openly in the streets for their dead
leader. But the police and the FBI seemed to be in control and so the murder of the assassin
soon afterwards seemed at the time no more than natural justice. The Warren Commission’s
report explained what had happened. Vietnam, the Beatles, rioting on the streets and the
whole roaring tide of the 1960s soon made the Kennedy story fade to a distant memory, and
then one of those curious benchmarks of history as ‘a day everyone could remember where
they were’.But events soon began to unpick the original version of events. It turned out that
official report was little more than a crude government whitewash designed to hide the real
truth. Even American presidents admitted as much. President Nixon memorably confessed in
private that ‘The Warren Report was the biggest hoax ever perpetrated’ on the American
public. It began to emerge that maybe Lee Harvey Oswald, the original ‘lone nut gunman’, may
not have acted on his own; others were involved, too. That meant no lone gunman, but a
conspiracy.However, dark theories of conspiracy are nowadays beneath the dignity of serious
metropolitan intellectuals and bien pensants. The conspiracies behind the stories of Julius
Caesar, Mary Queen of Scots, the French and American Revolutions and the July bomb plot to
kill Hitler are accepted as part of the historical record – but, for some strange reason, never a
conspiracy to murder John F. Kennedy. This dismissive and prejudiced attitude to facts as they
emerge only serves to help those who want to suppress the truth for their own dark reasons.* *
*The sheer weight of evidence and the minutiae surrounding the murder of President Kennedy
has been trawled over – sometimes with great effort – by many dedicated individuals over half
a century. They have done an immense amount of research and their theories are fascinating,
if often conflicting. However, the big question has always been, what does it all mean? It is as if
all the pieces of a giant jigsaw have been laid on the table but no one seems to have
assembled the puzzle into a coherent picture.This book attempts to put that jigsaw together
and to answer the big question: who really shot JFK? And, more important still, exactly why
was he shot?In the Kennedy case this is not easy. Someone has been laying a smokescreen of
disinformation; a lot of smokescreens in fact, and over a long period of time. False evidence
and false documents have been planted and every new research discovery has been swiftly
greeted by what looks suspiciously like a rapid rebuttal unit hard at work behind the scenes.
The result is that it is sometimes hard to separate fact from myth, and truth from fiction, in a
wilderness of mirrors and deliberate diversions, worthy of a stage illusion. But one thing has
become clear over the years: there was some secret agenda behind the assassination of John
F. Kennedy, and someone has gone to great lengths to cover it up.We can however take
comfort from the reaction of President Charles de Gaulle of France. When he was told about
the official American explanation of the assassination, he roared with laughter, ‘Vous me
blaguez! [You’re kidding me!] Cowboys and Indians in Texas?!’At some time in the future, when
a new US President considers it safe for the million documents on the Kennedy assassination
still squirreled away in the Archives to be declassified and shown to the taxpayers who actually
paid for them, we may learn even more of the hidden stories behind what was rightly called
‘The Crime of the Century’ by the American media.Until then my money is on the independent
judgement of Jack Kennedy’s cynical but very well-informed contemporary, President de
Gaulle. Someone has been trying to kid a lot of people for a very long time.We need to get at
the truth.1PROLOGUE:WASHINGTON DC, 21 JANUARY 1961WHAT DANGERS THREATEN
A GREAT REPUTATION!PLUTARCHThe group of worthies that gathered in the freezing cold
on Capitol Hill on 21 January 1961 was arguably one of the biggest public assemblies of
crooks seen in years. Even by Washington DC’s standards.From highest to lowest, the huddled
cluster of black suits marshalled to inaugurate the new President reeked not just of intrigue and



double-dealing but of deep criminal corruption. Hardly a man among them had clean hands.
The new Vice President was deeply implicated in ballot-rigging, theft, bribery and
misappropriation of federal funds, and employed his own tame murderer to eliminate political
foes and embarrassing family members. He was also in the pay of big business and the
Mafia.The head of the FBI had openly misused federal funds for his own private purposes and
had been secretly bugging and blackmailing politicians for years. In his turn, he was being
blackmailed by the Mafia and simultaneously receiving payment for keeping his mouth shut
about their very existence.The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the man who would
administer the oath, was effectively in the pockets of both the Leader of the Senate and the
head of the FBI. They knew all the judge’s dark and dirty secrets.Even the crestfallen leader of
the opposition, the man who was supposed to win the election, was bank-rolled by the Mafia,
who had been paying his political campaign contributions for years, as well as providing him
with free holidays and paying off their man’s gambling debts.And finally, there was the new
President himself, elected by the smallest margin in American political history. Even some of
those final winning votes had been paid for and rigged by the Chicago Mafia, delighted at last
to see the son of one of their own criminal associates now elevated to the highest office in the
land. For the rich and dangerous fat cats of organised crime, federal protection and rich
pickings beckoned under the new President’s regime.As the TV cameras and the crowd
inspected their new young president, now uttering the usual pious political promises of peace,
hope, and prosperity, little did they realise that they had sold their birth right to a desperately ill,
womanising drug taker and a man who had relied on the Mafia to place him in power. Despite
the cosy TV images, the admiring PR puffs and the spin, Camelot it most certainly was not.The
stench of corruption hovered over the marshalled American power elite that cold January day,
competing with the whiff of their mothballed morning suits and tailcoats. All were in hock one
way or another to big business, crooks, organised crime, or blackmailers. Most had committed
some kind of illegal act: from bribery to stealing the taxpayers’ money; from taking money from
the Mob to outright murder. But then, for Washington DC it was business as usual.President
John F. Kennedy raised his right hand.2THE FLAWED PRESIDENTBEHIND EVERY GREAT
FORTUNE IS A GREAT CRIME.HONORÉ DE BALZACIn the end it was the Chicago Mafia
who effectively bought the 1960 presidential election of the United States for the Kennedy clan.
The crucial votes of the Districts of Illinois and Chicago were bought by the Mafia bribes paid
out by Sam Giancana and Santos Trafficante’s mobsters at the direct request of the new
President’s father, ex-Mafia associate and one-time criminal, Joseph Kennedy. Out of a record-
breaking 69 million voters who went to the polls, fewer than 12,000 people actually determined
which man won the presidency. If only 4,500 voters in Illinois and 24,000 voters in Texas had
changed their minds, Richard Milhouse Nixon would have been president.Thanks to the Mob’s
help with the votes, a margin of 0.01 per cent – the smallest margin in American history – won
JFK and his family their seat in the White House. The Mafia expected the new President to be
suitably grateful.* * *The Kennedys’ links with the Mafia were both deep and old. Old Joe
Kennedy was a crook. He had made a fortune out of smuggling illegal liquor to the Mafia gangs
to supply their ‘speakeasy’ drinking dens during Prohibition back in the 1920s. The Volstead
Act, barring the sale of alcohol from 1919 until its repeal in 1933, had the effect of spreading
and consolidating the Mafia’s networks of Italian-style family criminal gangs across America.
Prohibition reinforced the iron rule of economics: demand will always find a supply. A thriving
trade in banned bootleg liquor grew and flourished in the 1920s and suppliers of illegal alcohol
flourished and prospered along with it. None prospered more than Joseph Kennedy.A third
generation Irish Catholic immigrant, ‘Old Joe’ Kennedy had done well for himself. He was



obsessed by money. ‘If you want to make money, then go where the money is,’ was one of his
favourite sayings. Like Al Capone, Bugsy Siegel, Meyer Lansky and thousands of other crooks,
‘Old Joe’ Kennedy joined the highly profitable world of the bootlegging gangsters and the
Mafia.Joe Kennedy already understood the business. His father had originally made his money
from a string of legal liquor outlets, shops and bars in Massachusetts. Joe Kennedy now turned
to the lucrative underground market spawned by Prohibition and offered his expertise – for a
price. By the end of the 1920s Joe Kennedy was deeply involved with the big names of the
criminal fraternity of the day: Lansky, Siegel and Frank Costello were all either customers,
business rivals or – literally – his partners in crime. A notorious mobster, Sam Giancana, later
recalled the heady days of Prohibition by saying: ‘Joe Kennedy was the biggest crook I ever
met.’ Coming from the Chicago Don who had spent a lifetime in organised crime, this was a
remarkable tribute to a man who would one day be appointed US ambassador to the United
Kingdom.Kennedy Senior’s genius lay in his ability to link business and crime seamlessly in
pursuit of profit. Sometimes his business methods were straight out of a gangster movie. As
the ‘talkies’ swept American cinemas, the new movie business offered rich pickings for those
with money to invest. Swiftly spotting the potential of the rapidly expanding market for cinema
and films, Joe Kennedy bought up undervalued movie companies to form RKO Pictures.His
criminal business methods were exposed by the Pantages affair. In 1929 Kennedy bid for a
string of West Coast cinemas owned by a Greek called Alexander Pantages. To Old Joe’s
astonishment and fury, Pantages refused to sell. Kennedy Sr was outraged. No one refused
Joe Kennedy. He resorted to tried and trusted Mafia methods: he framed him. A young
Vaudeville dancer called Eunice Pringle was hired to visit Pantages’ office, hide in a cupboard,
rip off her underwear and rush into the street shouting ‘Rape!’ to the first passing cop. Loudly
protesting his innocence, Pantages was hauled off to the County jail.Pantages got 50 years for
rape; Eunice Pringle got her movie contract and Joe Kennedy got his way. Although the rape
conviction was later dismissed on appeal (he hired an army of private detectives who
uncovered the true story of greed, amateur prostitution and string of sexual partners behind his
‘sweet little’ accuser), Pantages’ reputation and finances suffered and when he died in 1936 of
a heart attack, Kennedy bought his business at a knock down price. The final confirmation
came years later when Eunice Pringle made a death-bed confession admitting that she had
been hired for $10,000.By 1932 everyone knew that the ‘noble experiment’ of banning alcohol
was doomed. It had served only to criminalise normal folk and to encourage a new army of well-
heeled and increasingly powerful crooks. Kennedy began to stockpile whisky and gin secretly
against the day that it could legally be released onto the market. He even bribed a Sheriff of
Palm Beach to open a secret warehouse inside his Florida jailhouse in order to hide part of the
illegal hoard.The rewards were spectacular. By 1935 Joe Kennedy had effectively cornered a
new market in legal whisky and made another fortune. By 1936 he was a multi-millionaire and
turned his acquisitive eye on Wall Street, where the real money was, while at the same time
raising vast sums for Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Dealers of the Democratic Party in an
open attempt to buy political influence in Washington.This, then, was the business tycoon
whom Roosevelt appointed as the first Head of Wall Street’s Securities and Exchange
Commission in 1934. Wall Street’s new overseer and first regulator of US financial probity was
an insider dealer; an associate and partner of Mafia members; a trader in illegal goods; a tax
fraudster; a ruthless crook and a greedy millionaire of stunning ambition. The effect was to
make John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s father believe he was untouchable and above the law. It was a
set of values that he would bequeath to his large and close-knit Catholic family.To such an
individual, founding a dynasty was secondary to his ultimate ambition, which he touted quite



openly: getting the Kennedys to actually run the country. For Joe Kennedy even high political
office and influence was regarded as just another commodity.Old Joe’s downfall came,
ironically, at the hands of the British. Roosevelt’s appointment of his fund-raising tycoon as
Ambassador to the UK in 1938 surprised many. In the end it was old Joe’s dislike of ‘the
English’, his inability to recognise Britain’s determination to fight Hitler, and his pessimistic –
and poorly judged – reporting on Britain’s prospects in the war against Nazi Germany that
forced FDR to recall him at the end of 1940.This was the family background that nurtured the
sprawling Catholic Kennedy family and especially the boys, Joe Jr, John, Robert and Edward. It
was an amoral world of big money, a place where anything – and anyone – could be bought,
and where crime, crooks and big business openly rubbed shoulders with the world of Wall
Street, politics and power. All you needed was money, ambition and the right contacts. Old Joe
– now insisting on being addressed as ‘Mr Ambassador’ – made it quite clear that the
presidency was his family’s ultimate goal.So when his heir, Joe Jr, was blown up and killed in a
bomber over the English Channel in 1944, second son John automatically moved up to take
his place. Old Joe Kennedy had a dream, and his sons were going to fulfil it for him. He had
powerful friends, no shortage of money, and was owed many favours. He would effectively buy
the presidency for his boy. From the moment the Chicago Mafia bought the Illinois vote for the
Senator from Massachusetts in 1960, sleaze and the taint of the Mob would haunt John F.
Kennedy to the end of his days.The truth was that from its very birth, Camelot was built on a
landfill of crime, corruption and conspiracy.PART 1JFK’S PROBLEMS3CROOKS AND CUBAIF
EVER THERE WAS IN THE HISTORY OF HUMANITY AN ENEMY WHO WAS TRULY
UNIVERSAL… THAT ENEMY IS YANKEE IMPERIALISM.FIDEL CASTROEven as he sat
down for the first time in the Oval Office, the flawed President had other problems besides the
usual domestic political sleaze and the paybacks expected by his backers, criminal or
otherwise. A fearful American public, raised on Cold War notions of anti-Communism and the
Red Menace, watched for any sign of weakness from their new young President, as did the
hard-line generals in the Pentagon.For American big business too, the Cold War arms race
was an important source of profit and thus a major preoccupation. Preparing for Armageddon
might be frightening, but the fear of the ‘Red Threat’ provided a lucrative – and guaranteed –
source of steady sales and huge profits for US Corporations and their shareholders.The
experienced and world-weary Dwight Eisenhower had seen the dangers of power being
concentrated in a group dedicated to, and with a vested interest in, continued spending on
arms. The 1961 speech is remembered mainly for the phrase ‘US military-industrial complex’,
but Ike said much more than just that.Until the latest of our world conflicts, the United States
had no armaments industry. American makers of plowshares could, with time and as required,
make swords as well. But now we… have been compelled to create a permanent armaments
industry of vast proportions… This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a
large arms industry is new in the American experience… In the councils of government, we
must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by
the military-industrial complex.Although Eisenhower had been advised not to link members of
Congress with this ‘military-industrial complex’ when he made his famous speech, he believed
that certain members of Congress and the Administration had been bought and were being
paid by the armaments industry to maintain high levels of defence spending. For cigar-
chomping generals like the hawkish Curtis LeMay, late of Strategic Air Command, this was
entirely proper. (LeMay was mercilessly parodied by Peter Sellers as ‘General Jack D. Ripper’
in Stanley Kubrick’s film, Dr Strangelove.) For LeMay, fighting – and winning – a nuclear war
seemed a genuinely viable strategic option. As far as LeMay was concerned, US Strategic Air



Command was ready to do just that and the President’s main job was to keep the cash flowing
to arm the US Air Force and the US arms manufacturers who built the airplanes for
them.During Kennedy’s first year in power General Lyman Lemnitzer and the other Joint Chiefs
bombarded their new President with crazy schemes to attack Fidel Castro’s Cuba, and in the
1962 plan for ‘Operation Northwoods’ Lemnitzer even approved a memo suggesting that an
American ship be blown up off Cuba so that the list of US casualties would get public opinion
on the Government’s side. Kennedy is on record as thinking that his Pentagon advisers were
‘mad’.From the other side of the Iron Curtain, America’s communist opponents had moved
swiftly to test the mettle of their young and untried adversary. Kennedy himself wanted to
establish personal links with Khrushchev, the Soviet leader. An east-west dialogue was a
priority for both sides. Unfortunately, for the first and not the last time, the problem of Cuba
derailed Kennedy’s plans almost before he had settled in the presidential chair. Cuba would
come to haunt – and ultimately help end – his term of office.* * *In 1959 a young Cuban lawyer
called Fidel Castro had led a popular army of ‘Revolutionary Socialists’ into Havana. The
corrupt President Batista and his fellow racketeers fled, leaving Castro to clean up an island
that had effectively been run as a very profitable business by organised American criminal
gangs. Among the groups to be eventually eased out of Havana were the fat cats of the Mafia.
Men like Meyer Lansky and Santo Trafficante saw their casinos closed down as their rich
pickings from drugs, girls and gambling ended for good.The disgruntled Mafia families retired
to New York and Florida to mourn their lost cash cows and to try and build a new criminal
capital in the desert at Las Vegas. But there was also a strong desire for revenge.The problem
was that the Mafia were not the only group determined to get their revenge on Castro. From the
day Castro took over in 1959, the American government had been obsessed by the notion of a
Communist safe haven only 90 miles from Florida’s shores. The anti-Communist crusaders of
the CIA were given strict instructions to bring the revolutionary Communist regime down, by fair
means or foul. The result was that Cuba brought together a deadly conjunction of the Mafia
and American governmental agencies, both united in their determination to get rid of
Castro.The result would be to cement an unholy alliance between theoretically natural
adversaries, between law-makers and lawbreakers. To add to the dangerous cocktail, a third
factor intruded into the political equation. The Cuban exiles who had fled the Castro regime,
and who were now clustering in Florida, wanted rid of Castro too. One of the very first plans
that Jack Kennedy inherited on entering the Oval Office was a long-standing scheme to get rid
of Castro by a full-scale invasion. A rebel army of Cuban exiles, secretly armed and trained by
the USA, would invade Cuba and seize it back for the Free World, the Mafia, and US business.
The landing place selected for the freedom fighters of Brigada 2506 to storm ashore and
liberate the island would be at Cuba’s narrowest point: the Bay of Pigs.4THE BAY OF PIGS
AND OTHER CRISESANY DAMNED FOOL CAN WRITE A PLAN… IT’S THE EXECUTION
THAT GETS YOU SCREWED UP.GENERAL JAMES F. HOLLINGWORTHIn 1960 the
Eisenhower presidency had decided to destabilise and attack Castro’s new Communist Cuba,
a plan approved by President Kennedy upon taking office. Cuban intelligence officer Fabian
Escalante recorded:Tracy Barnes… called a meeting on January 18, 1960. Those who
gathered there included E. Howard Hunt... The team responsible for the plans to overthrow the
government of Guatemala in 1954 was reconstituted, and… this would be a rerun of the same
plan. Vice-President Richard Nixon was the Cuban ‘case officer’, and had assembled an
important group of businessmen headed by George Bush [Snr.] and Jack Crichton, both Texas
oilmen, to gather the necessary funds for Operation 40.The Cuban adventure turned out to be
a complete and bloody disaster. The Kennedy Presidency started with a military defeat and a



political debacle.The plan was put together by a shadowy group called the ‘5412 Group’, a
subcommittee of the National Security Council. Thus was born the CIA’s notorious ‘Operation
40’, later memorably described by Lyndon Johnson as ‘a goddamn “Murder Inc” in the
Caribbean’ and whose associates included men like Sam Giancana, front man for the Chicago
Mafia. The highly secret deal offered by the US government to the Mafia Don was simple: you
help Washington get rid of Castro and you’ll get your ‘businesses’ back in Havana.The CIA’s
operations to get rid of Castro fell mainly into two quite distinct areas. There was a top-secret
assassination squad codenamed ZR/RIFLE, plus a completely separate army of Cuban exiles
trained and equipped by the CIA. These included a highly secret group tucked away deep
inside the CIA’s ‘Operation 40’.This was a band of exile volunteers equipped with Cuban army
uniforms and weapons who would be put ashore on Cuba and would launch a fake assault on
the US Guantanamo naval base to coincide with the main invasion. The CIA believed that if the
new President could be convinced that there was a direct Cuban attack on the US base on
Cuba’s eastern tip, then he would have no option but to send in the Marines to defend it and
support the small exiles brigade.From mid-1960 on, the Cuban exiles brigade began to form
and train in secret bases in Nicaragua, Guatemala and Florida. By the time Kennedy took
office in January 1961 the secret plan to depose Castro and his regime was well in place. Strict
security was enforced, initially at least. Although there is no suggestion that he knew anything
about the Mafia’s clandestine role, there is considerable evidence that the landing plan was
supported by the young George Bush’s Zapata offshore oil drilling corporation.William Corson
of the CIA agreed, and recorded that Bush was officially considered a CIA asset. ‘Dulles
convinced him that he could contribute to his country as well as get help from the CIA for his
overseas business activities.’The whole complicated invasion operation was to be controlled
and run out of the CIA’s Miami station. By the March of 1961 it was obvious that any security
had been lost. Castro himself brought his forces to alert and warned of an impending Yanqui
invasion.In the view of many observers, although Kennedy inherited the problem of Cuba, the
Cuban exiles and the CIA, he managed to make it much worse by his own decisions. The key
meeting where he intervened took place on 11 March 1961 when CIA Director Allen Dulles
gave a briefing to the new President.Kennedy insisted on moving the attack from the
Escambray area further south to the Bay of Pigs. He also refused to allow any badged US
forces to participate. This policy went back to an Eisenhower Administration NSC Directive of
1954, which declared that no active duty US Military personnel were to be involved in covert
operations. Legally, this was to be a CIA operation – period. The President went on to direct
that if the planners were unable to obey him, then the operation would have to be
cancelled.Months of planning and training the exile brigade 2506 looked like being thrown out
of the window. Alan Dulles pointed out that even cancellation was a dangerous option now, as
the disappointed and furious members of the exiles brigade would disperse to the US. They
would talk and the whole story was bound come out anyway. The CIA duly altered the plan
and, after receiving a personal assurance from Allen Dulles that Operation Zapata’s chances of
success were ‘even higher that the successful CIA coup against Guatemala in 1954’, Kennedy
authorised the attack for 5 April. In what would become became a characteristic JFK dither, he
postponed it first until 12 April and then finally 17 April. With those presidential delays, any faint
hope of operational security disappeared out of the window.The CIA’s secret political scheme
to drag the President and American troops into a shooting war with Cuba was invested in a
boat called the Santa Anna. Her role was to sail to a point near Guantanamo naval base under
cover of darkness and drop off 168 Cuban exile troops to stage their fake attack on the US
facility. However, the recce party that went ashore in the dark came back spooked by sights of



cigarettes glowing in the night, strange lights and unusual vehicle traffic. The Cubans’ leader
decided not to take a risk and ordered the Santa Anna back out to sea.The operation’s success
now depended on a preliminary surprise airstrike by the exiles’ bombers to catch Castro’s tiny
air force on the ground. This first strike was vital to knock out Cuban’s four T-33 jets and ten old
but dangerous Sea Fury fighters. A successful strike would guarantee air superiority over the
beaches. The Exiles’ other problem was that they had to fly all the way back to Nicaragua, over
500 miles away, to refuel and reload.The dawn airstrike was a complete failure. At the last
moment, Richard Bissell, head of the CIA’s Covert Operations Division, ordered the force to be
cut back to only six of the sixteen B-26 bombers. Castro foiled the attack by planting dummy
aeroplanes as targets, which came as a complete surprise to the exiles’ supposedly
professional USAF air warfare advisers.This was the crucial moment. National Security Advisor
McGeorge Bundy telephoned the CIA’s air force liaison officer, General Charles Cabell,
directing him to cancel the Cuban exile force follow-up B-26 attack. It was a fatal mistake by the
politicians and the CIA high command alike, and the moment when the plan began to
unravel.By the time Cabell had asked the Secretary of State, and then consulted the President
on what to do next it was far too late. Castro’s tiny air force had homed in on the little cluster of
ships off the beach. The invaders were already in trouble. The men who struggled ashore saw
their vital equipment being destroyed before their eyes by Castro’s planes.First to go was the
Houston. She was struck repeatedly and began to sink with her precious cargo of ammunition.
The Rio Escondido erupted in a fireball taking with her the Brigade’s medical stores, spare
ammunition and all the fuel. The command ship Marsopa was the next casualty, losing all the
exiles’ radios and communications gear. The surviving ships upped anchor and sped for the
safety of international waters, abandoning the soldiers ashore in the mangrove swamps of the
Bay of Pigs.The Bay of Pigs posed serious logistical problems for any invader.On the horizon a
US Marine battalion landing team watched impotently as the trap closed. There was no report
of any attack on the Americans in the Guantanamo Base. The CIA advisers ashore watched in
horror later as the follow-up C-47s flew in with their 170 paratroopers. A C-47 went down in
flames. The rest scattered and fled.By the next day Castro had surrounded the 900 men still
alive and ashore with 20,000 well-armed soldiers. As the situation in the shrinking beachhead
deteriorated, the CIA and Joint Chiefs of Staff turned to the President asking for direct US aid
and re-supply. JFK reminded the Pentagon and the CIA that the Eisenhower NSC policy was
still in effect. The exiles were on their own and tried to reinforce by air one last time. Once
again, Castro’s fighters were waiting. Five planes went down. Outnumbered, outgunned and
without support the Mercenarios surrendered. They had suffered nearly 40 per cent casualties.
They were out of ammunition, out of luck and had nowhere to run.At 14.00 on the afternoon of
the 19 April, San Roman cursed the CIA, shot his radio to pieces and surrendered. CIA man
Grayston Lynch later said, ‘For the first time in 37 years… I was ashamed of my country.’It had
all been futile. The Bay of Pigs operation had turned out to be a catastrophe.JFK and his cocky
younger brother were both furious and unrepentant. They blamed Eisenhower, the Pentagon,
but most of all the Covert Ops Division of the CIA for the disaster. They argued that the
operation had been a hare-brained scheme, doomed from the start and the CIA had made a
complete hash of it. The CIA in their turn claimed that the fiasco was the result of presidential
weakness; JFK should have sent in the Marines.* * *Kennedy had barely recovered from the
disasters of spring 1961 when the Cold War began to rear its head once again in the long-
running dispute over Berlin. In the words of one cynical observer, a general on the US Chiefs
of Staff, ‘for once the great John Fitzgerald Kennedy charm didn’t work’ (see William Taubman,
Khrushchev: The Man and His Era, Norton 2003). The hard-nosed Soviet leader saw off the



naïve and inexperienced Kennedy, whom he likened to ‘a rich mummy’s boy,’ with threats of a
nuclear war. The humiliated President returned home, as Russian tanks at Checkpoint Charlie
in Berlin forced a frightened Kennedy, despite his tough rhetoric, to beg for an excuse behind
the scenes to back down and save face. Khrushchev did just that and noted the interesting
Kennedy formula for dealing with confrontation (‘Back Down but Talk Big’) for future
reference.In October 1962 the Kremlin put the squeeze on Kennedy once again. If the Berlin
crisis of 1961 had worried the world, the Cuban missile crisis terrified it. Armed, in his own
words, ‘with a nuclear missile under each arm,’ Khrushchev secretly ordered Soviet rocket
troops and nuclear missiles to move into Castro’s Cuba, only 90 miles off America’s Florida
coast, and waited to see what the Americans would do. It was a quite deliberate
provocation.Khrushchev’s motives were clear. The Kremlin were only too well aware that they
were at a serious disadvantage in the strategic nuclear confrontation with the Americans. While
the Soviets’ shorter-range missiles could devastate Western Europe, their long-range missiles
could only strike the continental United States with less than 20 per cent of the long-range
capability of the United States. The Soviet leaders were also mindful of the fact that the Jupiter
missiles that the Americans had based in Turkey could strike the Soviet Union in 10 minutes –
and without warning. Moreover, watching US manoeuvres and exercises, from Moscow’s
paranoiac view, the Americans seemed to be preparing for a nuclear first strike.The resolution
of the Cuban crisis came late one night after a tearful Bobby went to Anatoly Dobrynin, the
Soviet ambassador to Washington, and begged for a face-saving formula. A startled Dobrynin
duly obliged this secret plea for help from the US President’s brother. The Kennedy brothers
agreed to end their naval blockade of Cuba and remove the American missiles from Turkey,
provided the Soviets promised to take back their offending rockets from Cuba. Chairman
Khrushchev complied. The Soviet leader had achieved his aim, effectively blackmailed
Kennedy into backing down and given the Yankees a taste of their own medicine.There was,
however, a typical Kennedy twist: the US climb-down had to be spun in the public eye to look
like a glorious triumph for the Kennedy boys. The press trumpeted JFK’s ‘diplomatic triumph’
and the world breathed again.But not everyone was fooled. One Admiral commented, ‘we’ve all
been had… and not just by the Russkis either.’ Behind the scenes, many agreed. It was
Kennedy who had backed down, not the Kremlin – whatever the papers said.To make matters
worse, it turned out that even Khrushchev couldn’t enforce the alleged deal with Kennedy. His
stubborn client Castro flatly refused to allow UN, let alone American, observers into Cuba to
confirm the Soviet withdrawal. A Soviet garrison stayed on in Cuba. By the beginning of 1963, it
slowly became clear to those in the know, as well as an increasingly suspicious American
press, that Cuba was still a Soviet-controlled outpost off the coast of Florida. And 1964 was an
election year. The Republican opposition sharpened their knives and began to voice the
suspicion – felt by many – that the Kennedy boys were fooling everybody.Cuba became the
catalyst for JFK’s problems, and the rallying point for his enemies. The Pentagon was still
planning an invasion; the CIA was plotting to assassinate Castro; and Kennedy’s political rivals
were demanding to know ‘what was really going on in Cuba?’ To make matters worse
Khrushchev openly warned Kennedy that any US invasion of Cuba would mean war. The
Kennedys were becoming increasingly desperate. They then made their fatal mistake. If an
open assault by the US on Cuba was going to be too dangerous, they reasoned, why not get
the Cubans to get rid of Castro themselves?Behind the scenes, in the spring of 1963 the
Kennedy brothers set up their own private, very secret and totally illegal plan for a coup d’état
in Cuba. It was called ‘Plan Amworld’ and controlled directly from the White House by Bobby
Kennedy. Castro was to be assassinated by a hired ‘Cuban’ assassin from within his own



cabinet; then a ‘reliable’ Cuban revolutionary leader – now secretly negotiating with CIA agents
– would take his place. Once in charge, Cuba’s new leader would invite US troops to move in
‘to help restore order’.There was a problem, however. In order to carry out this audacious
scheme, the White House needed help, and help from men who knew their way around Cuba.
So Bobby Kennedy turned to the men who really knew Cuba. On his brother’s orders, the
senior Law Officer of the United States approached the Mafia for help.What the Kennedy boys
hadn’t realised was that the CIA had already officially hired Sam Giancana and the Mob to help
get rid of the Cuban leader. The CIA and the Mafia were already deeply intertwined in
American efforts to rid Cuba of Castro.It was a dangerous combination.5ALL THE
PRESIDENT’S WOMENCHERCHEZ LA FEMME!ALEXANDRE DUMASJack Kennedy had two
other serious complications in his life: first, he was a very sick man, and second, he couldn’t
keep his fly zipped up.By the time he entered the White House, Kennedy was already seriously
unwell. According to Dr Jeffrey Kelman, Kennedy had been ill on and off from his early teens.
He suffered from a variety of ailments: a chronic irritable bowel; a series of compression
fractures in the lower back caused by a degenerative bone disease; and worst of all, Addison’s
disease, a serious adrenal hormone deficiency that causes blood pressure to go haywire and
effectively disables the patient for limited periods.This was the man who took over the reins of
power as President of the US at the height of the Cold War in 1960. Only his family and
physicians knew that he was on powerful steroids. Sometimes he needed 10 different
medications a day just to function. At one point the new President was taking Cortisone and
Testosterone as steroids, anti-spasmodics, painkillers and the muscle relaxants
Phenobarbitone and Librium. In 1954 a close friend said, ‘That metal plate they put into his
spine after the war had never healed over. You could look into an open hole in his back and see
it.’The new President of the United States couldn’t tie his own left shoe, and could hardly walk
down the stairs first thing in the morning; a man who had to wear a back brace and corset to
keep him straight. This was a man who couldn’t put his own socks on because he couldn’t
bend or bear the pain.Nowadays we know that long-term use of steroids can have seriously
damaging side effects. Kennedy’s face – and personality – altered under the influence of his
medical regime and the steroids brought on a series of respiratory and skin infections over the
years, all of which required antibiotics. Worst of all, his overzealous sexual activities caused
him to suffer semi-permanent urinary tract infections. The truth was that the American people
had voted in a very sick man as their new leader. Given his crippling list of ailments it is
surprising therefore that Kennedy could find the time and inclination to have a string of affairs
both before and after marriage. If there is anything heroic in Jack Kennedy it was his
overcoming the physical odds to spend a lifetime chasing women. For the truth was that Jack
Kennedy was an inveterate sex addict.JFK’s list of sexual conquests was impressive and
included some fairly startling names: Marilyn Monroe; actresses Angie Dickinson and Gloria
Swanson; socialite Mary Meyer; gangster’s moll Judith Exner; an alleged East German spy,
Ellen Rometsch; his wife’s Press Secretary; White House aides nick-named ‘Fiddle’ and
‘Faddle’ by the President’s aides and literally dozens – if not hundreds – of others.Even on the
night of his inauguration, Kennedy actually enjoyed a ‘quickie’ with two of his guests in the
White House. During the lull after dinner he nipped upstairs and bedded the girls while the new
First Lady sat downstairs entertaining Washington’s political elite.This incident highlights the
probable motives behind Jack Kennedy’s relentless womanising. He was a lousy lover who
didn’t believe in foreplay, forcing Jackie Kennedy to admit to her doctor that Jack was sexually
no great shakes and asking the doctor for advice. Actress Angie Dickinson even commented
dryly that sex with Jack Kennedy was the ‘best 20 seconds’ of her life.The problem was that he



was also a risk taker who enjoyed the thrill of the clandestine chase. Old Joseph Kennedy had
openly flaunted his adulteries, even bringing some mistresses home to eat at the family dining
table. Remarkably, one of his long-term amours, Gloria Swanson, was bedded by both father
and son. For the Kennedy menfolk, as long as you had enough money, you could do what the
hell you liked.John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s sexual proclivities were well known in Washington
circles long before he was elected president. As early as 1942, J. Edgar Hoover, that snuffer-up
of political dirt and sexual secrets, had taken careful note of the young Kennedy’s amorous
activities. As a young lieutenant in Naval Intelligence, Kennedy began a passionate affair with
Inga Arvad, a beautiful Danish journalist and known Nazi sympathiser. When the lovers talked
of marriage, Hoover tipped off Old Joe Kennedy and the Navy packed Jack off to the Pacific
and command of a torpedo boat, PT 109. For decades afterwards the head of the FBI kept a
beady eye on John Kennedy’s progress in both politics and the bedroom. In one 1950s FBI
memo Hoover noted that Senator Kennedy had participated in ‘immoral activity’. Hoover
wanted to be able to blackmail him and control him as he did with so many other prominent
Americans.Therein lay the risk for Kennedy. His womanising left him intensely vulnerable for a
prominent figure in public life. Five of his conquests posed particular danger to both his
reputation and his career.As early as 1960, rumours began surfacing that Jack Kennedy had
been married before. Obscure Republican magazines trailed their coats, alleging that in 1947
John Kennedy had married a Florida hostess called Durie Malcolm. The wily Hoover then did
his usual trick. He leaked the story to one of his own secret mouthpieces in the Press, a United
Features journalist called Henry Taylor. Taylor’s story exposing the marriage was shown to the
White House for comment, as normal, throwing Kennedy’s Press Secretary into a panic.Having
secretly primed and set the political booby trap, the helpful Hoover now offered to come to the
rescue and defuse it. More FBI papers allegedly refuting the allegations appeared from
Hoover’s hoard of ‘official and confidential’ files and were conveniently loaned to Newsweek
magazine, which squashed the rumours in a high-minded scoop debunking the story. Not for
the first time, to his intense frustration, Jack Kennedy’s skin had been saved by J. Edgar
Hoover’s long arm and inside knowledge. The suspicion that the FBI Director set the whole
thing up by briefing his tame journalists about the story in the first place placed the President
firmly in Hoover’s debt.Being indebted to J. Edgar Hoover was a dangerous place in which to
find oneself, especially for a president with some nasty skeletons in the cupboard. The
knowledge that the FBI Director, a man whom he detested, now had him writhing like a worm
on a pin must have been painful. Jack Kennedy had wanted to get rid of the old man as the
Director of the FBI once and for all. Now he dare not. Hoover knew too much. He was stuck
with the ageing and spiteful Hoover as FBI Chief.But worse was to follow. Adulterers should
never forget the dangers of an angry spouse thirsting for revenge. When Jack Kennedy bedded
the beautiful and artistic socialite Mary Meyer and carried on a very public affair with her in
1959, he was cuckolding Cord Meyer, the head of one of the CIA’s Special Operations
divisions; the organisation responsible for political propaganda and dirty tricks.In one of the
curious – and unexplained – twists in the Kennedy story, Mary Meyer later became one of the
large group of people associated with the Kennedy assassination who died in curious
circumstances soon after the events in Dallas. On 12 October 1964 she was shot and killed on
a canal bank in Georgetown. The police claimed that it was a mugging, although Mary Meyer’s
purse had not been stolen. She had been executed by two soft-nosed bullets in the back of the
head and another shot to the heart at point blank range. A CIA officer (reputed to be no less
than James Jesus Angleton, the Head of CIA Counterintelligence himself) was discovered by
one of Mary Meyer’s friends rifling the bureau in her house and looking for her diary, which



reputedly contained details of her trysts with Kennedy. Although a man named Raymond
Crump was arrested and tried for Mary Meyer’s murder, he was acquitted.Even more
dangerous was Kennedy’s astonishing affair with a Mafia Don’s mistress. The woman was
Judith Campbell – later known as Judith Exner. She was introduced to JFK on 7 February 1960
at the Sands Hotel in Vegas and ended up in his bed. Known among show business circles as
a ‘star-fucker’ – a woman overawed by the celebrities of the day, whether from films, business,
politics or the Mafia – Judith Campbell was sexually available to the rich or famous. The Don
was Sam Giancana, who now headed up the Chicago Families, one of the biggest crime
syndicates in the country.The FBI’s ubiquitous FBI wiretaps had once again exposed the
secrets of Kennedy’s sex life to one of his arch-enemies in Washington. In the case of the
Kennedy/Judith Campbell/Sam Giancana sex triangle, the implications were potentially
explosive. Giancana had already been approached by the CIA in 1960 to help assassinate
Castro on behalf of the US government. Not only was the President carrying on a sexual
relationship with a known girlfriend of a gangster who was one of the FBI’s principal targets in
Bobby Kennedy’s ‘war on crime’, he was also using her to pass secret messages to the Mafia
as Judith Campbell’s claims to have carried sealed envelopes from the White House to her
Mafia lover turned out to be true.Given the circumstances, the indiscretion is breathtaking. Jack
Kennedy’s uncontrolled libido had led him into an extraordinarily compromising position – the
vulnerability to blackmail is obvious. When therefore J. Edgar Hoover was summoned to the
White House on 22 March 1962 to be formally dismissed from his cherished post as FBI
Director by the President, the cunning old man actually came away after a four-hour lunch, with
his job security enhanced.Once again J. Edgar Hoover was the man who knew too much. Both
the Kennedy brothers were now in the palm of his hand. Thanks to his sexual shenanigans with
a Mafia leader’s girlfriend, the President now found himself being blackmailed by his own Chief
of Secret Police. Ironically, Hoover was in his turn being blackmailed by the Mob, who knew the
FBI’s boss man was a closet homosexual.Behind the sexual dimension, however, lurked a
much more dangerous factor. Sam Giancana felt that the Kennedys were now guilty of
‘speaking out of both sides of their mouth,’ in the Mafia’s telling phrase. Giancana and the Mafia
had been instrumental in buying votes for Kennedy in Chicago during the 1960 election. Now
the Feds – in the person of the President’s brother, Robert Kennedy – were publicly hounding
him as a mobster and threatening to put him and his friends in jail. From Sam Giancana’s point
of view, the Kennedys had double-crossed the Chicago Mafia men.Perhaps the most
astonishing claim about the President’s indiscretions was not that he was sleeping with a
gangster’s moll but that he was using ‘recreational drugs’ in the White House. The claim came
from JFK’s favourite girlfriend, Mary Meyer herself. She told her friends that not only did the
President bed her in the White House, but they also used drugs there.Frank Sinatra’s valet is
our witness to that. George Jacobs worked for Frank Sinatra in the 50s and 60s and saw all
Sinatra’s guests at close hand when they came to stay at the star’s mansion. In his 2003 article
in Playboy magazine, Jacobs revealed details of Senator Jack Kennedy’s life in the late 1950s
and his obsession with women. Jacobs said that when he expected them to be talking politics
they were in fact having an animated discussion about Juliet Prowse’s shaved mons veneris or
trying to find some celebrity ‘poontang’. The other thing that startled Jacobs was Senator
Kennedy’s open drug use. Sinatra wouldn’t tolerate drugs in the house. To be caught would
mean the end of his career. Jacobs was startled therefore one day to catch Jack Kennedy
snorting lines of cocaine with his brother-in-law, actor and fellow Rat Pack member Peter
Lawford, in Lawford’s room.Corroboration of this astonishing claim comes from two other
sources. After Meyer’s death, Deborah Davis wrote a book about Katherine Graham, the



grandee socialite owner of the Washington Post. When interviewed, Davis confirmed some
explicit references to the Kennedy/Meyer affair, which Graham knew all about:Mary Pinchot
Meyer was the principal lover of John F. Kennedy when he was President of the United
States… A lot of them got their marijuana and LSD from Timothy Leary… she was involved
with Kennedy and together they supposedly used to smoke marijuana together in Kennedy’s
bedroom, and I think Leary said she also gave him LSD.Timothy Leary, drugs guru of the wild
1960s, confirms the story in his book Flashback. Mary Meyer told Jim Truitt that Kennedy had
remarked to Meyer: ‘This (LSD) isn’t like cocaine. I’ll get you some of that.’ Unbelievably, not
only was the President of the United States screwing any woman who would let him, he was
also using drugs in the White House.If this combination of sex, Mafia, drugs and blackmail
were not enough, Jack Kennedy’s penis led him even deeper into the clutches of Hoover and
the FBI. Disastrously, one of his women was alleged to be an East German spy.Ellen
Rometsch, a beautiful dark-eyed Elizabeth Taylor look-alike, was born in Kleinitz, East
Germany in 1936. She arrived in Washington in 1961 and soon became a habitué of the
Quorum Club, a select watering hole on Capitol Hill. The Q Club was a high class ‘gentlemen’s
club’ and was run by Bobby Baker, Senator Lyndon Baines Johnson’s right-hand man and
political fixer.Rometsch’s dark good looks and easy manner caught the eyes of the men of
power. According to Baker, Rometsch and the President were soon skinny-dipping in the White
House pool.The affair then exploded in Kennedy’s face, because in July 1963 the notorious
Profumo sex scandal in Britain was at its height. It appeared that Frau Rometsch had been a
little too free with her favours. In the Cold War the security implications of the married President
of the United States – the Commander in Chief himself – sleeping with a woman who had
emigrated from Communist East Germany were enormous.The hints of sexual scandal went
deeper still. Rumours were circulating in Washington that President Kennedy had also bedded
Mariella Novotny, a member of the Christine Keeler/Stephen Ward/Ivanov ring of London vice
girls. This was political dynamite. Newspapers began dropping hints, among them:HIGH
AMERICAN OFFICIALS LINKED TO PROFUMO SCANDAL, WASHINGTON VICE GIRL
CLAIMSThis time, Kennedy faced a real political crisis over his sexual indiscretions.The
President escaped disgrace only thanks, once again, to the suspiciously obliging J. Edgar
Hoover, whom many suspect of leaking the ‘vice girl’ story in the first place. Hoover passed
‘incriminating’ (but never fully disclosed) FBI files to Bobby Kennedy.Within a month the
unfortunate Rometsch had been quietly deported at the request of the State Department as an
alleged security risk, victim of nothing more than being caught bedding the President. Later FBI
reports show clearly that there was never any evidence of espionage against her and her
deportation was obviously designed to remove a political embarrassment to the President of
the USA. Nonetheless, it was a narrow squeak for the President and, ominously, he was now
even deeper in debt to the detested Hoover, who now had the dirt on both John and Bobby
Kennedy and was virtually invulnerable.With hindsight, we can see that Kennedy could well
have been impeached or forced to resign as president – if he had lived. The possibility of
explosive sexual revelations losing him the 1964 election were suddenly very real. Only Hoover
stood between him and ruin.Why, then, did Kennedy do it?* * *John Kennedy’s ‘Casanova
Complex’ may well have been inherited from his father. But other factors influenced his priapic
behaviour. As the second, weakling son, Jack had always competed, even over girls, with his
elder brother Joe Jr (who was killed during the war in 1944 while flying a B-17 bomber packed
with explosives).Brought up in the American social elite of money, power and politics, Kennedy
enjoyed the freedoms that a 10 million dollar trust fund bestows upon its fortunate
beneficiaries. In the world of the Anglo-American aristocracy, mistresses and bed-hopping



were just an accepted way of life. The result was that Kennedy’s White House, far from being
the ‘golden Camelot’ of legend, sometimes seems to have had more in common with the Papal
excesses of the Borgias.And yet, nothing quite explains the sheer irresponsibility and relentless
risk taking of John Kennedy’s sexual exploits. Power only seemed to increase his appetites. In
June 1961 he confided to an astonished British Prime Minister Harold Macmillan that he ‘got
headaches’ if he went three days without sex. (The urbane MacMillan supposedly replied that
he felt the same about being unable to read Jane Austen.) The President’s aides thereafter
began to refer to Kennedy’s women as ‘his aspirins’.The key to Jack Kennedy’s behaviour
seems to have been the sheer love of risk. Kennedy was always a gambler. With his casual
attitude towards women, a strong desire for sexual gratification and an aristocratic disdain for
the rules of the common herd, it seems that Kennedy’s reckless tomcatting was just a form of
harmless diversion and thrill seeking on his part. When it came to sex, he thought he could get
away with anything. For one of his conquests, however, Jack Kennedy’s harmless bit of fun
would end in scandal and tragedy.Her name was Marilyn Monroe…6MARILYN MONROE –
ANATOMY OF A COVER-UPHOLLYWOOD IS THE PLACE WHERE THEY PAY YOU $1,000
FOR A KISS AND 50 CENTS FOR YOUR SOUL…MARILYN MONROEThe death of Marilyn
Monroe on the night of 4/5 August 1962 proved that the old lines of the anti-conspiracy
brigade, You could never cover up something as big as that, and Someone would have
talked… are demonstrably untrue. Marilyn Monroe was murdered. The real story of Marilyn
Monroe’s fatal love affairs with Jack Kennedy and his brother offers us a very clear model of
how the events in Dallas just over a year later were covered up by America’s power elite.By
1960 Marilyn Monroe had become the most photographed and sought-after woman in the
world. Her image adorned several million locker rooms and dens. The blonde film star was
simply regarded as the most beautiful and most famous woman on the planet.Born Norma
Jean Mortensen in Los Angeles, she never knew her father and had a broken childhood.
Before she was married off at 16, she had been in a succession of foster homes after her
mother was admitted to a mental hospital. In 1943, as she had fun in the endless California
sunshine while her first husband, Jim Dougherty, was away in the Pacific with the Merchant
Marine, the busty brunette was discovered by an Army photographer looking for Forces’
Sweethearts.Within two years she was transformed. She had her teeth fixed, dyed her hair and
became a fixture as a pin-up girl on magazine covers. Screen tests and the inevitable rites of
passage on the Hollywood casting couch followed. Then in 1949, infatuated 53-year-old agent
Johnny Hyde left his wife to make her a film star. Soon the insecure young woman, with no real
sense of her own identity, had become a blonde bombshell called ‘Marilyn Monroe’. When
Hyde died in 1950 she tried to commit suicide, because ‘Marilyn Monroe’ was a very disturbed
young woman.The next 10 years made her an international superstar and took her into the
President’s bed. But they also destroyed her grip on reality. To Jack Kennedy, Marilyn Monroe
was, in the words of one of his aides, ‘just another lay’. But to the disturbed Norma Jean, after
three husbands, three divorces and dozens of lovers, bedding the President betokened bigger
things to come.In early 1961, out of the blue, Marilyn confided to a friend that ‘she had a date’
with Jack Kennedy, who had just been elected the next President of the United States. The
new President’s brother-in-law, Peter Lawford, had virtually procured Marilyn for Kennedy after
the Los Angeles Democratic convention the previous July. The FBI’s J. Edgar Hoover recorded
an affair between the film star and the future president.The problem was that it continued after
Kennedy moved into the White House. The couple were spotted in New York City at the Carlyle
Hotel; on one occasion Marilyn was seen in a brunette wig and dark glasses. The confused film
star really believed she was in love with JFK and fantasised about a divorce and moving into



the White House as ‘Mrs Kennedy’. These were dangerous daydreams, because the interest
wasn’t mutual: to the President, Monroe was just another notch on the bedpost.By 1961
Marilyn’s complicated life was beset with drama and breakdown on every side. Her reputation
in the film industry was plummeting as a result of her bad timekeeping and lack of commitment.
Sir Laurence Olivier, who played opposite her in The Prince and the Showgirl, was scathing:
‘She is the stupidest, most self-indulgent tart I have ever come across.’ In particular, the end of
her third marriage to Arthur Miller in 1961 had brought about a complete breakdown.On 5
February 1961, Marilyn checked in to a New York hospital for some rest under medical
supervision as ‘Faye Miller’. However, she found herself being locked in a padded cell where
she screamed hysterically until the nurses came and threatened to put her in a straitjacket.
Eventually second husband Joe DiMaggio rescued her – but the damage was done.Matters
were complicated even further when Bobby Kennedy was sent down to California to tell Marilyn
that the President didn’t want to hear from her again; to pay her off in the usual Kennedy family
style. But Bobby fell under her spell too; he spent the night with Marilyn in Peter Lawford’s
house as a new Monroe-Kennedy relationship began. By the summer of 1962 their supposedly
discreet affair was far from secret. On one occasion Marilyn even jumped stark naked out of
the bath to greet Bobby when he turned up unannounced at the door of her LA apartment. The
evidence is strong that by September 1961, Marilyn had stopped sleeping with the President
but was now the occasional mistress of his brother, the Attorney General of the United States.
She was also sharing her bed at the time with Frank Sinatra, a close friend of known Mafia
men and gangsters. Marilyn Monroe was risking compromising the President and the Attorney
General with the Mafia.The Mob was only too well aware of Marilyn’s dalliances. The Mafia
took a close and unhealthy interest in the lives of Hollywood stars, primarily so they could
blackmail them. Sam Giancana, the Chicago Don, even encouraged his mistress Judith
Campbell to hop into JFK’s bed to compromise the President.But the Mob wasn’t after
blackmailing Monroe: they wanted to use her to get at Kennedy, in order to blackmail him.
When Giancana was deliberately harassed by the FBI agents at Chicago airport on 12 July
1961, he burst out in a rage, ‘I know all about the goddamn Kennedys… you tell your boss that
one of these days we’re going to tell all!’The next move was inevitable. Marilyn Monroe’s house
was bugged by Bernie Spindel, ‘King of the Wiretappers’, to find out just what she was up to,
and with whom. The bugs had been commissioned by Jimmy Hoffa, the Teamsters Union
leader and close colleague of Mafia boss Giancana. The purpose of the bugs was to record
Marilyn’s bedroom trysts with the younger Kennedy so that Hoffa and his Mafia friends could
discredit and blackmail the Attorney General. Hoffa and his Mafia connections were high
priority for the Feds. In turn that made the Kennedys a high priority for entrapment and
blackmail by the Mafia.Marilyn Monroe was the unwitting link between the two. By the spring of
1962 that link was very weak indeed. The star was under psychiatric care, was overdosing on a
variety of drugs (including an LSD trip with Timothy Leary), had had at least two abortions and
had been sacked by her studio for her erratic behaviour on set.Something’s Got to Give, her
aptly named final film for Twentieth Century Fox, was the last straw. She had been ill on the
first day of shooting. The hard-nosed lawyers who owned Fox sent their own studio doctor, who
reported that she had a viral sinus infection that might take weeks to cure. Marilyn tried to film
the next day but collapsed. The production slid behind schedule. Every day cost the studio
money – a lot of money.Marilyn then made a fatal mistake. Despite being warned by Fox’s
lawyers that if she quit the set early she would be deemed to have broken her contract, she
flew to New York to attend John Kennedy’s birthday gala. This was the final straw for Fox. The
Burton-Taylor Cleopatra was way over budget in Europe and Zanuck’s epic, The Longest Day,



was running up equally epic bills. They couldn’t afford any more delays on Something’s Got to
Give.On 19 May 1962 she made a stunning appearance at Madison Square Garden, singing a
breathless ‘Happy Birthday, Mr President’, while wearing a $6,000 dress so sheer that it had to
be stitched on. Five days later, the Director of the FBI had a personal interview with President
Kennedy ‘on an urgent matter of national security.’Behind closed doors Hoover laid out a
damning series of presidential indiscretions, ranging from sleeping with Judith Exner, a Mafia
mobster’s girlfriend, to skinny dipping in the White House with Ellen Rometsch, whom the FBI
were investigating as a possible East German spy. On top of that the President had been
conducting a very public affair with Marilyn Monroe. If it all became public knowledge, it could
bring down the presidency, Hoover warned. We do not know the precise wording of what was
said that afternoon; the files remain long sealed.What we do know is what the Kennedys did
next. Both the Kennedy boys moved fast to dump Marilyn Monroe. The record shows that the
next day, the White House switchboard was instructed not to accept any of her calls. It was the
President’s brother-in-law, Peter Lawford, who broke the bad news to her, with brutal
directness: ‘Look Marilyn, you’re just another one of Jack’s fucks.’But Marilyn couldn’t handle
this harsh truth. She fell to pieces – again. The flat mood continued throughout July 1962 and
was not improved by constant visits to her doctor and her psychiatrist. Even when she
accompanied the Lawfords on a trip to the Cal-Neva Hotel on the California-Nevada border to
see Frank Sinatra perform in late July, the event did not improve the fading star’s morale.
Lawford might have been using the weekend to ‘talk some sense into Marilyn’. Instead she
became hysterical and overdosed in a drunken stupor and had to be walked around by her
hosts until she recovered.Another clue to the cause of her depression may be found in her last
interview with journalist George Barris: ‘When a man leaves a woman, when she tells him that
she’s going to have his baby, when he doesn’t marry her, that must hurt a woman very
much…’Her friends said that Marilyn had been ‘going on about babies’ for the previous month,
but the fact is no one knows whether she was pregnant or not. The psychiatrically disturbed
star was prone to fantasising and making up stories. (She had even claimed that Clark Gable,
her co-star in The Misfits, was her long-lost father.)But if she really was pregnant by Bobby
Kennedy and had an abortion, only to be abandoned by the Attorney General, then any
chances of Jack getting re-elected in 1964 would go out of the window if word got out that both
the Catholic Kennedys had been sharing the bed of Hollywood’s screen goddess and then
dumped her. And to make matters worse, Marilyn had kept a diary of her relationship with the
Kennedys.Late in June 1962, a tearful and angry Marilyn called old flame Robert Slatzer. She
showed him a little red notebook, which she called ‘her diary’, plus a bundle of handwritten
notes on US Justice Department stationery. Slatzer realised that Marilyn was brandishing
political dynamite: evidence that she had slept with and talked delicate political matters with
both the President and his brother the Attorney General. If it got out, it could bring the
Kennedys crashing down.If the Kennedys had been aware of the whole story they would have
been even more worried: because both the Mafia and J. Edgar Hoover at the FBI knew all
about the Kennedy brothers’ sexual exploits through Hoffa’s excellent little wiretaps. Marilyn
spelled trouble – or opportunity – for all. To the Mafia, Marilyn had ensnared the Kennedys into
deeper indiscretion; to J. Edgar Hoover she was now a real risk to national security; and to the
President and his brother she spelled mortal political danger.On the night of 4/5 August 1962,
Marilyn Monroe was murdered. During the afternoon of Saturday 4 August, Bobby flew to Los
Angeles and, accompanied by Peter Lawford, went to see Marilyn at her house. Neighbours
witnessed his arrival. There was a quarrel and a scene during which Marilyn threatened to call
a press conference on Monday and expose the Kennedys. Bobby Kennedy demanded the



notes she had taken; Monroe refused, even when he offered her a million dollars for the
papers. They fought and he walked out, making threats. Later that evening neighbours saw two
men go to the house, one carrying what looked like ‘a big briefcase’. They ordered the
domestic staff to leave and emerged about half an hour later. Shortly afterwards Marilyn was
picked up by ambulance from Schaefer’s Ambulance Service and driven to Santa Monica
Hospital.Either in the ambulance or on arrival at the hospital Marilyn Monroe expired and was
taken back to her house. The body was replaced face down on the bed and, at about midnight,
Bobby Kennedy was driven by Peter Lawford to take off in a hastily-hired helicopter from
nearby Culver Airfield. He was flown to Los Angeles International Airport to rejoin his family in
northern California. When Mrs Murray, Marilyn’s housekeeper, ‘discovered’ the body later,
Marilyn had in fact been dead for hours. By the time the doctors and the police arrived at the
scene of an apparent suicide (timed at around 4.45 a.m.), the house had been carefully
sanitised of all traces of Bobby Kennedy’s visit. Even as the investigating officer arrived, Mrs
Murray was calmly washing clothes and tidying up. Sgt. Clemmons of the LAPD saw her
loading boxes into her car.Jack Clemmons was an experienced cop and, taking in the scene at
the house, he became suspicious. Why were there two doctors already at the house? Why had
the housekeeper called her son-in-law to repair the broken window in Marilyn’s room before
calling the police? Why was the washing machine on its third load? Why was there no glass or
cup? Clemmons knew that swallowing up to 50 tablets needed water or some other liquid. ‘It
looked’ said Clemmons, ‘as if the whole thing had been staged.’It had. Bernie Spindel, the wire
tap expert hired by Jimmy Hoffa to spy on Marilyn, had recorded the sound of a slap, followed
by a body hitting the ground and a man’s voice asking, ‘What shall we do with the body?’ Sgt.
Clemmons reported his suspicions of murder to the DA and was told to back off. As far as the
LAPD was concerned Marilyn Monroe had committed suicide by means of an overdose.The
Coroner’s office agreed. The pathologist’s report stated that the level of barbiturates in the
deceased’s blood and liver samples was consistent with between 40 and 50 Nembutal
capsules. Even the Coroner’s assistant later admitted that he was unhappy about the
circumstances (there were some odd bruises on the body) but was pressured by his superiors
into signing a certificate that said the death was suicide. The key question was, how had that
overdose got into her system?There was no trace of barbiturates in the stomach or intestines.
Massive doses of barbiturates taken by mouth leave a chemical trail in the human body.
Marilyn had allegedly taken nearly 50 ‘yellow jackets’, yet there was no sign of any coloured
residue in her stomach. The only other way such a massive dose of barbiturates can be taken
is either by a powerful injection or by suppository. Dr Noguchi, the pathologist, did record
Marilyn’s curiously bruised lower intestine and the beginnings of rigor mortis by the time the
police arrived, putting the verdict of suicide at odds with the evidence.The key question is not
just how the murder may have been committed but cui bono? Who stood to benefit from
Marilyn’s untimely death? The Kennedys faced certain political ruin had she lived to carry out
her threat to tell all at a press conference on Monday morning. The swift and well-organised
cover-up that followed her death lends further weight to such a conclusion. It could only have
been ordered from a very high level indeed.First, Arthur Jacobs, the Public Relations
Consultant, had actually been summoned from a concert at the Hollywood Bowl at 22.45 the
previous evening. The two doctors were on the scene from the start, to be swiftly followed by
private detective Fred Otash. The ‘private detective to the stars’ had been hired by an agitated
Peter Lawford at 5 a.m. to ‘screen’ Monroe’s house and check for any evidence incriminating
the President or his brother. The fees on offer were astronomical.At the City and State level the
Police were given orders direct from Washington. Responsibility for the enquiry was transferred



exclusively to the Chief of Police’s office. The Chief of Homicide was ordered to hand the case
over to Captain James Hamilton, a personal friend of Bobby Kennedy. He in turn reported
directly and personally to the LAPD Chief of Police, James Parker. Chief Parker kept all the
files on the Monroe case in his personal safe. All the typing was done by his private secretary
and all reports were sent to Washington. Chief Parker held a ‘very big’ file on the investigation
that he took to Washington – ‘and it never returned’. Marilyn’s explosive ‘Red Diary’ was seen
by a young man called Lionel Grandison, one of the Coroner’s Assistants. Grandison claims
that he had even flicked idly through the pages out of curiosity, noting some references to the
Kennedys and the words ‘Cuba’ and ‘Mafia’. Once the effects were passed to the LAPD the
notebook disappeared without trace.There was also clear evidence of federal interference.
Within 12 hours all Monroe’s telephone records had been removed from the Bell Telephone
Company. Only the FBI or the Secret Service had that authority in rules-conscious America.
Local FBI agents were surprised to find senior out-of-town agents suddenly appearing on their
patch within one day of the Monroe death and carrying out ‘some kind of hush-hush
investigation’. In 1982 Peter Lawford’s former wife Deborah Gould admitted the truth: Marilyn
had died well before midnight.The assembled facts point to a death that happened sometime
late on the evening of 4 August and which was either a straightforward murder, or an attempted
suicide by Marilyn that was ‘helped along’. The evidence points to the latter and to murder,
probably by lethal suppository. The Mafia would undoubtedly have preferred a live, angry and
vengeful Marilyn to denounce and discredit the Kennedys come Monday morning. But if she
had already taken an overdose on her own and left an explosive suicide note blaming the
Kennedys, then a dead Monroe with a suicide note would do just as well to bring the Kennedy
dynasty down and get the Feds off the back of the Mobsters. And if Marilyn was not killed by
the Kennedys but by the Mafia after Robert Kennedy left, then her murder would still implicate
the Kennedy brothers in a messy celebrity suicide or even murder.These are the only
conclusions consistent with the known facts. What they hadn’t bargained for was Lawford
discovering this and rushing round to clean up the scene and destroy any suicide note that
named the Kennedys. In later life when he had fallen from favour, Lawford always claimed that
the Kennedys had used the FBI to stop any proper investigation into the doomed star’s death.
His deathbed confession in 1984 confirmed this.The sad, tragic end of Marilyn Monroe proves
not only that a major cover-up operation orchestrated by the Federal government was possible,
but that the cover-up of the events in Dallas 15 months later had a clear precedent.PART
2KENNEDY’S ENEMIES7BROTHERS IN ARMS – THE CUBAN EXILES AND THE CIASO
LONG AS WE GAIN SUCCESS, THE INTERFERENCE OF POLITICIANS IN MILITARY
MATTERS CAN BE RESISTED. BUT, ON THE FIRST DISASTER…MAJOR-GENERAL
HENRY HALLECK, 1863Kennedy began making enemies the moment he won the presidential
election. Conventional thinking in 1960 had been that the election would be close but Richard
M. Nixon, the Republican leader already deeply in hock to big business, the Mafia and Wall
Street, would win.Kennedy’s arrival therefore upset a lot of pre-planned defence contracts and
business deals. For example, the final contract $6.5 billion for the F-111 fighter-bomber had
been deliberately kept on hold to await the arrival of the new President. Now, unexpectedly, it
would all have to be renegotiated. The bitter losers counted their financial loss. Not all
Americans were happy with America’s charismatic new young President’s victory.One group
regarded Jack Kennedy as a liar and a traitor from the start. When the Cuban Exiles brigade
came ashore at the Bay of Pigs in April 1961 to be ambushed by Castro’s soldiers, they had
expected American help. Despite the promises of their CIA masters, it never came. The only
thing that could have saved the exiles was direct American support. But Jack Kennedy had



turned his back on them. The sullen survivors were marched off into captivity, cursing the new
President of the United States who had refused American air cover over the invasion beaches
– or so the Cuban survivors believed.Even when Kennedy ransomed the exile prisoners from
Castro in December 1962 in return for $62 million it did little to appease their grievances. For
many of the hot-headed Latin hardliners who had endured the hell of Castro’s jails, John
Fitzgerald Kennedy was a liar, a traitor. They wanted revenge for their betrayal and the death of
their friends.While the anger of the Cuban Exiles and the Mafia could – just possibly – be
ignored or contained, the enmity of the CIA could not, especially in the early 1960s. The
Agency was anxious to shift the blame for its own operational incompetence over the Cuban
debacle and claimed that it was all the fault of the inexperienced President. The CIA leaked
that the real reason their plan had failed was that Kennedy had lost his nerve.The Central
Intelligence Agency had grown out of the post Second World War Office of Strategic Services
(OSS) into a power in its own right. It was a self-governing state within a state, confronting
Communism everywhere with a limitless supply of tax dollars to fund its Cold War task. Under
its Director, the legendary Allen Dulles, the CIA controlled private armies, spied on
whomsoever it liked, ran its own printing companies, banks and airlines, ran drugs for cash and
was virtually unaccountable.
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PHILIP A. STAHL, “Col. Hughes-Wilson Provides A Much Needed Intelligence Perspective on
JFK Assassination. Former British Intelligence officer Col. John Hughes-Wilson merits
commendation for bringing an experienced and savvy eye to the JFK assassination. Unlike too
many, he isn't fooled by the cesspool of disinformation that has mired many would be
investigators. In the end, what he describes is a classic, military-style ambush. in 'JFK - An
American Coup D'Etat'. Interestingly, his take also has been supported by a long time (38
years) Swiss friend who served in the Spezialdienst (the Swiss equivalent of the CIA).
According to him, "Hughes -Wilson nailed it"Both also concur on a total of ten shots made (pp.
188-89) - contrary to the Warren fiction of three. a total of TEN shots on Nov. 22, 1963 (pp.
188-89): Shot 1: Struck sparks behind JFK's limo, observed by Royce Skelton and Austin Miller
Shot 2: Struck curb on the north side of Elm and a fragment struck bystander James Tague
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Shot 3: Struck across a manhole cover and embedded in the grass, later DPD officers
photographed removing it. It never was assayed in official documents and supports Carl
Oglesby's argument the Dallas police were conscripted to remove evidence. Shot 4: Frontal
shot struck JFK in the throat, and he's visible clutching his throatShot 5: Struck Kennedy in the
upper back (in line with fifth thoracic vertebra) and came from a "relatively flat trajectory" Shot
6: Misfire but struck limo - causing indentation in limo's windscreenShot 7: Bullet punched hole
through Stemmons Freeway sign.("The bullet had punched through from the direction of the
grassy knoll and blown the rim backwards") Shots 8, 9: Two bullets struck Gov. John Connally: -
Shot from the back that smashed into his chest and shot that shattered his wrist. Shot 10: The
fatal head shot from direction of grassy knoll.Col. John Hughes-Wilson, a trained intel operative
like my Swiss friend Rolf, never bought the "legend" that one magic bullet created all the 7
wounds in JFK and Connally and emerged pristine. Both, again, could easily spot the hands of
the propaganda teams.Hughes-Wilson also concurs with former Justice Dept. agent Walt
Brown ('Treachery in Dallas', Chapter 'Blue Death) ',and author James Douglass ('JFK and the
Unspeakable') that the original plan was to knock off Oswald at the Texas Theater so there was
no chance of his ever getting his say at a public trial Douglass (p. 292) makes it known that the
Dallas cops approached Oswald (in his seat) "almost as if they were provoking the suspected
police killer to break away from his seat ..which would have given Tippet's enraged fellow
officers an excuse to kill him". But Oswald did no such thing. Nor did he attempt to fire any
shots. Lee clearly and obviously knew by now he'd been set up as the patsy and the last thing
he wanted to do was make these Dallas cops his judge, jury and executioners. No, he wanted
to have his trial and his say, and how and why he'd been set up. So, rather than mindlessly
react he expressly said: "I am not resisting arrest! Police brutality!" He never said "It's all over
now" - those words were put into his mouth by the WC's cavalcade of faux witness puppets
and liars. Hughes-Wilson cites his own source (p. 176) who overheard two Dallas cops talking
about how Oswald was to have been killed before he ever arrived at the station. One, in a
snarling voice, said to the other (ibid.) "You were supposed to kill Lee....you stupid son of a
bitch, then you go and kill a cop". Referring to the shooting of officer J.D. Tippet. So there were
snafus along the way, even the best planned conspiracies can go awry, but in the JFK case the
architects ensured there was always a back up plan. In this case, to recruit former Chicago
mobster Jack Rubinstein, aka Ruby, to snuff Oswald. Mark North, using actual, released FBI
files, documents many of Ruby’s Mob connections in his book, Act of Treason- including his
reported “gangster connections in Dallas”, especially to Joseph Civello, the Mafia boss in
Dallas. The same files disclose that Ruby, on October 26, 1963, “placed a 12 minute person to
person call to Irwin S. Weiner at Weiner’s Chicago home”.It is further noted that Weiner was:
“a prominent Chicago Mafia associate” and “instrumental in coordinating the flow of cash
between the Teamsters and Las Vegas casinos." (North, op. cit., pp. 333-34). All of this Col.
Hughes-Wilson agrees withNote that a mistake (oversight?) made by some reviewers is that
Col. Hughes -Wilson's book is simply a "regurgitation" of old facts. It is not, and this merely
discloses that the complainants didn't read it carefully enough. Hughes -Wilson notes the then
Dallas PD as part of a national security pact with the elements of the CIA, NSA orchestrated
the strategy for compromising Kennedy. Hughes-Wilson cites the background details from a
source (p. 142): "In the first week of November, three Corsican gunmen slipped across the
Mexican border using Italian passports. They were ensconced in a CIA house by Dallas
policeman Roscoe White, acting for the CIA". The point is, if elements of the then Dallas PD
were charged with hiding the JFK mechanics, they wouldn't also set up blockades after the
events to apprehend them. This distrust of the then Dallas cops is also a theme that runs



through Carl Oglesby's book, ('JFK - The Facts and the Theories', p. 94) Oglesby points out
that there was NO chain of credible evidence connecting Oswald to the casings or the rifle
found at the Book Depository. Neither proves Oswald fired from there- or fired at all, a point
with which Col. Hughes-Wilson concurs. . Further, Oglesby himself suspects they were planted
compliments of the Dallas PD. - a point that conforms with Walt Brown's take in his section
'Blue Death'. E.g. p. 125 (Brown):"No crime scene involved in the assassination was ever truly
sealed. They (Dallas police) rushed to the grassy knoll, stayed only long enough to take a
cursory look and sniff gunpowder, to which they attached no significance. ...There was a
pervasive pattern of not taking names and addresses as if they did not want to know. Certain
witnesses were totally ignored. No impedimenta were placed in the way of potential fleeing
assassins."The point is there are multiple points of consistency with Col. Hughes-Wilson's
analysis and other long time researchers. Those who pass this work up on the basis of being
'recycled" merely do themselves a great disservice - especially from a person with bona fide
intelligence background.”

Peter Dollard, “Lady MacBeth had nothing on these guys. Like so many others the Warren
Commission and it's heavy handed and completely disingenuous explanation of JFK's death
always exasperated me. Like a breath of fresh air this book does not attempt to attack them so
much as to demolish their whole line of thinking: the "magic" bullet the crappy rifle that was
probably not even the murder weapon and the odd deaths of three quarters of the witnesses
(an actuarial statistic which is shocking in itself). Wilson simply draws a large diagram from the
Kennedys to Carlos Marcello and yes to the CIA and the twin Oswalds. It is really an excellent
roadmap to get a feel for the whole setup. It also reveals that this wasn't the first time they tried
to do away with Kennedy which I did not know. The author writes in a concise way and does
not get bungled down with the many theories which he alludes to but does not judge. An
excellent book....five stars”

Applewhite Minyard, “Puts it all into perspective. The best look at the controversial
assassination. I have read many books about the JFK murder, and some are heavy on
evidence and some have an axe to grind--a particular theory--which they pursue relentlessly to
prove their main point that is was "really X" and not "Y."Hughes-Wilson, though not an
American, has much experience and involvement not only with the actual assassination, but
with historical events, such as the Bay of Pigs and the great number of enemies that JFK and
his brother faced because of their family background in illegal activities and what they
attempted to do during the brief Kennedy years in office.He puts "the incident" into perspective
and shows how the physical evidence, weighed against all the political maneuvering, and the
cover-up, can lead to only one logical conclusion.It is very compelling and you cannot expect to
get a more comprehensive overview than this from any other single author.”

Luv 2 read, “Terrific! I have a large collection of books about .... Terrific! I have a large
collection of books about the JFK assassination, and this one is one of the best as it adds
many latest up-to-date pieces of the puzzle. It is very well-written and researched. Highly
recommended!”

Professor Hussain, “America the evil.. JFK got assassinated because he stood up to the elite.
When the wealthy who control America feel threatened, something has to be done and
unfortunately for JFK, it meant he had to go. Three American presidents have been
assassinated, Garfield, Lincoln and Kennedy. All three were against the banker's cartel. It tells



you everything you need to know about the 'land of the free'. The most corrupt country to ever
exist. Amercian is a country that bombs women and children so there elite can profit. The 'land
of the free' is where Oil barons, corporations and arms manufacturers make the decisions.
Unfortunately, even with the number of atrocities this evil cult has committed against mankind,
there brainwashed citizens seem to be far too stupid to realize it. This book also touches on the
huge influence Israel has on America.”

John A., “Brilliant, concise and terrifying!!. For all his faults, John Kennedy was a true Liberal
and, upon his election as President in November 1960, resolved to strive for world peace and
the betterment of all US citizens, regardless of wealth, race, colour or creed. Unfortunately, the
domestic and foreign policy agenda his Administration wished to implement soon conflicted
with the interests of the big power brokers in America, namely the Military establishment, CIA,
Wall Street, corporate business and, of course, organised crime. To that impressive list of
enemies can be added his own Vice President (Lyndon Johnson) and the FBI Director, J.
Edgar Hoover. These are but pieces of the jigsaw, backed up by documentary evidence and
cleverly assembled by the Author with the result very clearly pointing to a competently
managed coup d’etat. To complete the hoax on the American public, the designated
“assassin” (Lee Harvey Oswald) was set up as the (lone gun-nut) fall-guy, using the classic CIA
tactic of ‘plausible deniability’. To summarise, I can recommend this as an informative and
chillingly credible account of a politically-motivated murder.”

Loopy Lou, “Couldn't put it down!. What a brilliant book. Explains everything down to the last
detail. I always knew it wasn't Lee Harvey Oswald, he was, as he said himself, a patsy. LBJ,
secret service, Mafia and more planned this and carried out the assassination. It was a coup,
pure and simple. Everything, even the Warren report was a cover up. Best book you will read
about Kennedy's assassination.”

Tomas G. Kiely, “The definitive analysis of the Conspiracy to murder JFK.. Col Hughes-Wilson
not only states the obvious but corroberates the analysis with indisputable evidence. This work
has the hallmarks of painstaking research, written for the armchair conspiricist and academic
reader alike. The book flies in the face of anyone who agrees with fantacist views of lone
gunmen, and they will be requited to question their own rationale.Having read a number of
books and seen countless hours of documentaries, I believe that Col Hughes-Wilson neatly
unravels the enigma, and fits each piece of the puzzle before the reader until the secrets are
laid bare.An absolute must read.”

Gordon C., “"A cess-pit of corruption...". Of all the books written about JFK's assassination, this
one is the best and most clearly written one I've seen. I am ploughing through Nemesis but
picked up the "An American Coup D'etat" and couldn't put it down. This book illustrates what a
cess-pit of corruption, bribery and killings American politics are wallowing in. There are other
mysterious events which might benefit from Colonel Wilson's microscope, eg. 9/11, RJK's
assassination, Marilyn Munroe's death, etc.”

The book by John Hughes-Wilson has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 603 people have provided
feedback.
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